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3. The Great Commission

4. Next Lesson

1. Worship in Song
2. Commission—Matthew 28

Today’s Lesson
Introduction

God grows His church, God grows His children.
God’s Word is life, It flows by day and night.

Plant me by those streams of Living Water
Take root below, bear fruit above,
Love one another, reach out to others,

That’s how God grows His church
God grows His children.

God Grows His Church
Introduction

Growing People
Introduction
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   David Bosch argues that often the Great
Commission has been divorced from its
context which can lead to it being “easily
degraded to a mere slogan, or used as a
pretext for what we have in advance
decided, perhaps unconsciously, it should
mean” (1997:57).

The Great Commission
Introduction

  The context of the Great Commission is
the entire book of Matthew.  Thus if we
want to understand what the Great
Commission means we must look first
in the book of Matthew.

The Great Commission
The Context

   The Great Commission was not meant to be
a mere appendage to the gospel of Matthew
but serves as an index to the immediate and
broader missionary context of the gospel.
Many scholars today, “agree that the entire
gospel points to these final verses: all the
threads woven into the fabric of Matthew,
from chapter 1 onward, draw together here”
(Bosch 1997:57).

The Great Commission
The Context
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   How is the Great Commission in Matthew
28:16-20 connected with the first part of the
chapter?

The Great Commission
The Context

The Great Commission
The Context

Women Guards Disciples

Commission
Go tell good

news
Go tell a lie

Go make
disciples

Authority Angels/Jesus Jewish Leaders Universal Lord

Motivation Joy Greed Apostles

Message He is Risen He is Dead He is Lord

Goal Galilee Jerusalem World

Result Some Worshiped Some Doubted Acts/Beyond

Promise I will meet We will cover I will be with

1) Galilee—Some worshipped/some doubted
    2) All authority in heaven and earth
        3) As you go
            4) Make disciples of all nations
                  5) by baptizing
                  6) by teaching
    7) With you always until the end of the age

The Great Commission
The Structure
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   Make disciples “is, moreover, the principal
verb in the ‘Great Commission’ and the
heart of the commissioning.  The two
participles ‘baptizing’ and ‘teaching’ are
clearly subordinate to ‘make disciples’ and
describe the form the disciple-making is to
take” (1997:73).

The Great Commission
The Context

   “Matthew has emphasized the goal of the
believers’ life of faith through the disciple-
ship stories directed to the maqhtai.
Matthew’s gospel is at least in part a manual
on discipleship. . . . Matthew has
constructed a gospel that will equip the
disciples in the making of disciples”
(Wilkins 1988:172).

The Great Commission
The Context

The Great Commission
Galilee of the Gentiles

Matthew 4:15 “Land of Zebulun and land
of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles —

Matthew 4:16 the people living in
darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of the shadow of death a
light has dawned.”
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The Great Commission
Galilee of the Gentiles

In the book of Matthew, Galilee has both a
geographical and a theological meaning.
It was the boundary line between the Jews
and the Gentiles, a region on the periphery
of the country where a mixed multitude
lived.  It was to this region of great cross-
cultural missionary potential that Jesus
gives the Great Commission to His church.

The Great Commission
Galilee of the Gentiles

Where is
the “boundary line”

of your church?

The Great Commission
Some worshipped, some doubted

What was the source of the
disciple’s doubt in Matthew 28?

Matthew 28:15 So the soldiers took the
money and did as they were instructed. And
this story has been widely circulated among
the Jews to this very day.
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The Great Commission
Some worshipped, some doubted

What was the source of the
disciple’s doubt in Matthew 28?

Matthew 28:15 So the soldiers took the
money and did as they were instructed. And
this story has been widely circulated among
the Jews to this very day.

The Great Commission
All Authority in Heaven  and Earth

Speaker Confession

3:17 God This is my Son

16:16 Peter You are the Christ

17:5 God This is my Son

27:54 Centurion He was God’s Son

The Great Commission
As you go

Matthew 10:7 As you go, preach this
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 These commandments
that I give you today are to be upon your
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.
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The Great Commission
The Nations

Matthew 1:1:  “A record of the genealogy
of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of
Abraham.”

  A “Bi÷bloß gene÷sewß”  
  A book of the origin
  A record of the genealogy
  A written account of the beginning
  A book of the Genesis

The Great Commission
The Nations

Matthew 1:2-16:  The Genealogy
Filled with the good, the bad and the ugly:
     Liers and cheaters
     Idolators
     Adulterers and Murderers

4 Gentile women of doubtful reputation:
     Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah

The Great Commission
The Nations

Matthew 1:21 She will give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”

Matthew 1:22 All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel” — which
means, “God with us.”
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The Great Commission
By baptizing, by teaching

Baptism in Matthew mainly signifies conversion
through the Holy Spirit whereby the new believer
acknowledges the Lordship of Christ and receives
a new capacity and hunger to understand and
follow the teachings of Scripture.

The Great Commission
By baptizing, by teaching

“Baptism is the sign of consecration and
discipleship in the New Covenant.  Its
meaning is life, the new life, that has been
made possible by their participation in the
death and resurrection of Christ.  Matthew
28:19 means consignment under the
authority of Christ” (De Ridder 1975:190).

The Great Commission
By baptizing, by teaching

Matthew’s “Pentatuech”
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The Great Commission
I will be with you

“The expression ‘with you’ and ‘the close of
the age’ are typically Matthean.  Once again,
as he so often does in this final pericope,
Matthew reaches back to themes he has
developed in the earlier part of his gospel.  In
the case of ‘I am with you’ he takes up the
words from Isaiah 7:14, which he has used in
chapter 1:23, ‘And his name shall be called
Immanuel (which means, God with us)’”
(Bosch 1997:77).

The Great Commission
I will be with you

“Both the genealogy and the missionary
commissioning focus upon Christ, thus
pointing to the gospel’s primary emphasis
on Christology.  In the entry frame of the
genealogy we encounter the voice of the
narrator, which will be the predominant
and determining voice as we travel through
the narrative world of the Gospel.

The Great Commission
I will be with you

But in the exit frame of the missionary commis-
sioning we encounter not the voice of the
narrator, but the voice of Jesus; in this way
Matthew indicates that the predominant and
determining voice in the real world of post-Easter
discipleship is the exalted and ever-present Christ.
Both of these passages relate the person of Jesus to
the people of God; the genealogy describes the
connection between Jesus and Israel, while the
missionary commissioning portrays Jesus’
association with his disciples (church).
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The Great Commission
I will be with you

The framing thereby draws attention to the
shift in the people of God from Israel to
the church(including Gentiles), a shift that
occurs because of the ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, as narrated in the
intervening chapters of Matthew’s Gospel”
(Bauer 1996:158-159).


