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Today’s Lesson

1. Worship in Song

2. Study Donald McGavran
   Observation
   Interpretation
   Application

3. The Church Growth Movement

God Grows

God grows His church, God grows His children.
God’s Word is life, It flows all day and night.

Plant me by the streams of Living Water
Take root below, bear fruit above,
Love one another, reach out to others,

That’s how God grows His church
God grows His children.

Assignment 1

Question:  How does Donald McGavran
describe the importance of “people
movements” in growing the church and how
should it should be studied?

   Observation
   Interpretation
   Application
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Bridges of God
Observation

This article asks how clans, tribes, castes, in short how
peoples become Christian. Every nation is made up of
various layers of strata of society. In many nations each
stratum is clearly separated from every other. The
individuals in each stratum intermarry chiefly, if not
solely, with each other. Their intimate life is therefore
limited to their own society, that is, to their own people.
They may work with others, they may buy from and sell to
the individuals of other societies, but their intimate life is
wrapped up with the individuals of their own people.

Bridges of God
Observation

Individuals of another stratum, possibly close
neighbors, may become Christians or
Communists without the first stratum being
much concerned. But when individuals of
their own kind start becoming Christians, that
touches their very lives. How do chain
reactions in these strata of society begin?
How do peoples become Christian?

Bridges of God
Observation

Here is a question to which not speculation but knowledge
must urgently be applied. The question is how, in a
manner true to the Bible, can a Christian movement be
established in some class, caste, tribe or other segment of
society which will, over a period of years, so bring groups
of its related families to Christian faith that the whole
people is Christianized in a few decades? It is of the
utmost importance that the Church should understand
how peoples, and not merely individuals, become
Christian.
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Bridges of God
Observation

Here is a question to which not speculation but knowledge
must urgently be applied. The question is how, in a
manner true to the Bible, can a Christian movement be
established in some class, caste, tribe or other segment of
society which will, over a period of years, so bring groups
of its related families to Christian faith that the whole
people is Christianized in a few decades? It is of the
utmost importance that the Church should understand
how peoples, and not merely individuals, become
Christian.

Bridges of God
Interpretation

1. We must understand the social dimension
of conversion--Individualistic vs. Group

2. We must have knowledge and not
speculation--Must be true to the Bible.

3. People movements must be based on true
conversion.

Bridges of God
Interpretation

4. A change of religion involves a community
change.

5. The limitation of the mission station.

6. Converts come from out of the nation.

7. Some examples of people movements with
a graph to picture growth.



4

Bridges of God
Application

What can we learn from the
method of social research that
Donald McGavran espoused in our
current churches and ministry?

Church Growth

1927—Roland Allen
The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church

The Early Years--1927-1955

1933—J. Waskom Pickett
Christian Mass Movements in India

1955—Donald McGavran
Bridges of God—”Birth Certificate”

Church Growth

1965—School of World Mission
Institute of Church Growth
Fuller Theological Seminary

Radio evangelist Charles Fuller
Lake Avenue Congregational Church
Present Location in Pasadena

School of Theology
School of World Mission
School of Psychology

Formative Years--1965-1970
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Lake Avenue Church
Picture

Fuller Seminary

Church Growth

School of World Mission
Donald McGavran
Allen Tippett
Arthur Glasser
Charles Kraft
Ralph Winter

Founding Professors--1970s

Influential in teaching, seminars and
publications
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Church Growth

Mentored by Donald McGavran
Missionary to Bolivia
Began teaching full time in 1971
Extensive publication and teaching
Main spokesperson for the movement

C. Peter Wagner 1980s

Defended “Homogenous Unit Principle”
Interest in growth of Pentecostalism

Church Growth

Taught by Wagner and John Wimber
John Wimber—Quaker pastor
Founded Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Emphasis on the gift of  discernment
Church is hospital, school, army

Signs and Wonders

Blended teaching and healing
Class taught in early eighties
Caused great controversy--Charles Kraft legacy

Church Growth

Paul Yonggi Cho—Full Light Gospel
Robert Schuller—Crystal Cathedral
Bill Hybels—Willowbrook
Rick Warren—Saddleback

A young, highly entrepreneual pastor who
plants a church in a growing, urban edge area.
Church becomes center of study and influence.

Mega-Churches
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Church Growth

1970-1990—Mega-church
1980—Small Groups
1990—Prayer
1995—The Toronto Blessing
2000—The Promise of Jabez

Other Streams

Church Growth

Lyle Schaller—Baptist--Very good
George Barna—Researcher/Writer

Christian Schwarz—Natural Church
Growth Development
Erich Baumgartner—Andrews

Influential People

Church Growth

Practice first, Theology later.

The Bible as a footnote, instead of
the root of mission.

The challenge of a changing
leadership and context.

The emerging of post-modernism.

Summation
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Next Lesson

1. Word--AA 283-284
   Observation
   Interpretation
   Application

2. Read Article on Word
3. More Schedules Visits


