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Today’s Lesson

3. The Worship Service

4. Prayer--Ephesians 3:14-21
   5. Next Lesson

1. Worship in Song
2. The Return of the .Com Church

God Grows

God grows His church, God grows His children.
God’s Word is life, It flows by day and night.

Plant me by the streams of Living Water
Take root below, bear fruit above,
Love one another, reach out to others,

That’s how God grows His church
God grows His children.

Reading Report
Option

Instead of the reading listed on the web,
you can choose to report on any book or
author on the reserved shelf.  Report the
reading of 50 pages in the same way as
before.  Include full bibliographic
reference.
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The Emergence
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The Purpose of
Meetings

The usual focus of meetings:
     All the details
     Martha
     Too busy for the people

Meetings don’t convert people,
people do!

The Purpose of
Meetings

The purpose of gathering together
for any reason is to provide an
atmosphere where people have an
increased potential to know a
loving God and to meet loving
Christians.



3

The Purpose of
Meetings

The purpose of meetings is that it
provides us an opportunity to
meet others.

Meeting others and showing
God’s love for them is the most
important part of any meeting!

The Purpose of
Meetings

Buying a car or meeting people?

Worship Services
and Church Growth

Peter Wagner has said for years
that the best way to grow the
church is to plant new churches
for new generations.

The Power of Contextualization
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Worship Services
and Church Growth

However, because of financial
considerations, this has been
difficult in the SDA church.

Some pastors have then tried to
meet this challenge by bringing in
a new style of worship service.

Worship Services
and Church Growth

Worship Services
and Church Growth

People are the most important thing.
Only move forward with consensus.
Make sure you have money in bank.
Try a “blended” service.
Have a Friday evening youth service.
Don’t die on that mountain.
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Assignment 4

What are the principles that Paul
prays about in Ephesians 3:14-21
that can be related to the church
and growth?

Observation
Interpretation
Application

Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from
whom his whole family in heaven and on earth
derives its name.

16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith.

Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

Father
Glorious
Riches
Power
Spirit

Strengthens our Inner Being
Christ Dwells by Faith 
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Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, 18 may have power, together
with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ,

19 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge — that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

Christ

Wide
Long
High
Deep

Rooted and established 
in love an filled with God’s

fullness

Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

20 Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us,

21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.
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Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation
Father

Doing immeasurably
more

More than we ask or think
according to His power

working in us

Ephesians 3:14-21
Observation

To him be glory
    in the church and
    in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations,
for ever and ever!
Amen.

Acts of Apostles, 9
Interpretation

The church is God's appointed agency for the
salvation of men. It was organized for service,
and its mission is to carry the gospel to the
world. From the beginning it has been God's
plan that through His church shall be
reflected to the world His fullness and His
sufficiency.
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Acts of Apostles, 9
Interpretation

The members of the church, those whom He
has called out of darkness into His marvelous
light, are to show forth His glory. The church
is the repository of the riches of the grace of
Christ; and through the church will eventually
be made manifest, even to "the principalities
and powers in heavenly places," the final and
full display of the love of God.  Ephesians
3:10  (AA 9).

Testimony to Ministers, 508
Interpretation

The convocations of the church, as in
camp meetings, the assemblies of the
home church, and all occasions where
there is personal labor for souls, are
God's appointed opportunities for giving
the early and the latter rain.

The Glory of God
Application

Get in groups of three and pray in
response to Ephesians 3:14-21:
      1. That God would pour out on us the
glorious riches of His Spirit.

      2. That we may comprehend how wide,
long, high and deep is the love of God.

      3. That God would reveal through us His
Church, the glory of His love.
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Next Lesson

1. Community—Fruit & Gifts
   Observation
   Interpretation
   Application

2. Prepare Reading Report


