Today’s Lesson
Introduction

1. Worship in Song
2. Acts 11:1-18
3. Matthew & Luke
4. Luke and Incorporation

We Are One
Worship Song

We are one, in the Son,
We are one, in the Spirit.
We are one, with the Father,
We are one, with one another.
When we share the joy that Jesus gives,
When the Spirit our hopes fulfill,
When we feel the love of the Father,
We are one, we are one.

Incorporation
The problem then and today

The Holy Spirit and Incorporation
1. The problem in the NT
Jews and Gentiles
2. The problem today
Many come, few join
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Today’s Question
Luke-Acts and the Holy Spirit

Question: According to Peter’s testimony,
what did the Holy Spirit specifically do, in
order to lead Peter and the church to
accept the Gentile Cornelius and his house
into the Jewish community of believers?

Acts 11:1-18
Luke-Acts and the Holy Spirit

Peter criticized by circumcised believers.
Peter reports everything “precisely.”
Acts 11:12 “The Spirit told me to have no
hesitation about going with them.”
Acts 11:15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit
came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord
had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’

Acts 11:1-18
Luke-Acts and the Holy Spirit

Acts 11:17 So if God gave them the same gift as
he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I to think that I could oppose God?”
18 When they heard this, they had no further
objections and praised God, saying, “So then,
God has granted even the Gentiles repentance
unto life.”
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Matthew & Luke
Audience

In this regard, Matthew “was probably a
Jewish Christian writing for a predominantly
Jewish Christian community” whereas Luke
“was perhaps the only Gentile author of a
New Testament book and wrote for
Christians who were predominantly of
Gentile origin” (Bosch 1997:84-85).

Matthew & Luke
Geneology

Through distinct means Matthew and Luke
accomplish different ends. Matthew appeals to
his Jewish readers by grounding Christ’s heredity
in Abraham and his Gentile readers by including
non-Jews in the genealogy. Luke appeals to the
Gentiles by tracing Jesus back beyond Abraham to
Adam and his Jewish readers by essentially
affirming Matthew’s genealogy back to Abraham.

Luke’s Challenge
Incorporation

How was God going to help the
new Gentile believers be
accepted and incorporated into
the established Jewish
community?
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Discord in the Church
Jews and Gentiles

NOP

Everyone Loves a Birth

THE Resource
The Birth Stories

Raymond Brown
“Catholic” scholar
The Birth of the Messiah
The Death of the Messiah
The Gospel of John—2 volumes
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A Devout Old Couple
Luke 1:5-6

“In the time of Herod king of Judea there was
a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.”
“Both of them were upright in the sight of
God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.

The Need for Birth
Luke 1:7

“But they had no children, because Elizabeth
was barren; and they were both well along in
years.”
Echoes of Abraham and Sarah.
The “chance” visit.
The dumb priest.
The miracle births of Isaac/John.
Spirit’s work grounded in OT.

Miracle Births Link Eras
Links the past with the present,
Jew with Gentile

Abraham
and
Sarah

Zechariah
Elizabeth

Joseph
Mary

Pentecost
and
Peter/Paul
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Elizabeth and Mary
Representatives

The Christian church did not begin as a new entity on
the day of Pentecost. On that day, many Jews became
what they truly were—Israel. Subsequently Gentiles
were incorporated into Israel. Gentile Christians are
part of Israel, not a “new” Israel. There is no break in
the history of salvation. Not to be converted means to
be purged from Israel; conversion means a share in the
covenant with Abraham. The promises to the fathers
have been fulfilled. The church is born out of the
womb of Israel of old (Bosch 1997:96).

Miracle Birth #2
Luke 1:35-37

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I
am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one
to be born will be called the Son of God.
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was said to be
barren is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is
impossible with God.”

Two women, two churches

Elizabeth

Mary

6

Elizabeth and Mary
Representatives of the Old and the New

Thus in the opening verses of Luke, “There
appear, almost from the pages of the OT,
characters like Zechariah and Elizabeth,
Simeon and Anna, who are the final
representatives of the piety of Israel, while
Mary recites a hymn that vocalizes the
aspirations of the remnant” (Brown
1993:242).

Filled with the Spirit
Luke 1:41

“When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the
baby leaped in her
womb, and Elizabeth
was filled with the
Holy Spirit.”

A Converted Heart
“But why am I
so favored,
that the mother
of my Lord
should come
to me?”

r

Luke 1:43

i
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Our Challenge

Shall we treat
the people who are
different than us as
trouble or
as treasure?

Galilee and Jerusalem
The Theology of Place

Whereas Matthew ends his book with Jesus
pronouncing the Great Commission on a
mountain overlooking the Galilee of the
nations, Luke both begins his gospel and
Acts specifically in Jerusalem. Through the
authority of Jesus and the witness of the
Spirit, Matthew and Luke are attempting to
nurture God’s new community, the Church.

The Key to Luke-Acts
Parallelism

Luke 1-2
Acts 1-2
Birht of John/Jesus
Birth of the church
Zechariah chosen-lot
Matthias chosen-lot
Elizabeth in seclusion
Church in seclusion
Zechariah can’t speak
Church speaks lots
Men/Women speak
Men/Women speak
Promises of Messiah
Promises fulfilled
Anna praises in Temple Church stays in Temple
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Next Lesson
Overview

1. Worship in Song
2. Luke 4:16-20
3. The Nazareth Pericope
4. A Theology of Release
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