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3. Core Group

4. Thursday at 12:15--#112

1. Worship in Song
2. Contextualization

Today’s Lesson
Introduction

God Grows His Church
Worship Song

God grows His church, God grows His children.
God’s Word is life, It flows by day and night.

Plant me by those streams of Living Water
Take root below, bear fruit above,
Love one another, reach out to others,

That’s how God grows His church
God grows His children.

Contextualization
The Challenge

Contextualization
#1 challenge in mission
Syncretism . . . lose message
Sanctuary . . .  lose contact

Jesus prayed that His disciples would be in

the world but not of the world.
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Contextualization
The Challenge

Urbanization
The great movement of 20C
Evaporates rural traditions
Breeds individualism
Bombarded by western 

media and its values.

Contextualization
The Challenge

In order for us to understand our
current time and culture, we
must allow other times and
cultures to critique our own.
     Lesslie Newbigin
           England, India, England

The Church and Society
The move back to the periphery
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The Urban New Testament
The Smell

Perhaps the first thing one would notice approaching a
Greco-Roman city of the first century was the smell.
Because of limited water, means of sanitation and the
incredible density of humanity and animals, most of the
people in the cities “must have lived in filth beyond our
imagining” (Stark 1991:153).  The crowded streets were
churning with mud, open sewers, manure and crowds
which created a stench that must have been
“overpowering for many miles—especially in warm
weather . . . . no wonder they were so fond of incense”
(Stark 1991:154).

Small walled fortresses

Extremely Crowded
75,000 per square mile!

Private moments were “rare”

The Urban New Testament
Extremely Crowded

The Urban New Testament
The Receptivity

“When people lack attachments, they have much
greater freedom to deviate from the norms.  In
modern studies, unconventional behavior is strongly
correlated with various measures of population
turnover and instability.  For example, where larger
proportions of the U.S. and Canadian populations are
newcomers or have recently moved from one
residence to another, rates of participation in
unconventional religious activities are high (Stark and
Bainbridge 1985)” (Stark 1991:144).
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The Urban New Testament
The Community

The Greek and Roman cultures had a number of
voluntary societies which can be compared and
contrasted with the community of believers
which emerged in New Testament times.  These
societies tended to be “small groups in which
intensive face-to-face interactions were
encouraged” (Meeks 1983:78).  Membership
was voluntary, rather than by birth and they
shared in the practice of rituals, the eating of a
common meal and other fraternal activities.

The Urban New Testament

Rodney Stark cites a source that lists 25
empirical studies on the effectiveness of social
networks and conversion (1991:18).  His own
work in studying Moonies concluded that
“conversion is not about seeking or embracing
an ideology; it is about bringing one’s religious
behavior into alignment with that of one’s
friends and family members (1996:16-17).

The Community

The Urban New Testament

His study of Mormons showed the same
tendency: When [Mormon] missionaries make
cold calls, knock on the doors of strangers, this
eventually leads to a conversion once out of a
thousand calls.  However, when missionaries
make their first contact with a person in the
home of a Mormon friend or a relative of that
person, this results in conversion 50 percent of
the time (Stark and Bainbridge) (Stark 1996:18).

The Community
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The Urban New Testament

Therefore Stark concludes that: ‘social
movements recruit primarily on the basis of
interpersonal attachments that exist, or form,
between the convert and members of the group”
(1991:138).  The multitude of household-
centered groups which formed in the wake of
Christian evangelism certainly had enough glue
to stick both the new and more mature members
together.

The Community

The Urban New Testament

To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished,
Christianity offered charity as well as hope.  To cities
filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity
offered an immediate basis for attachments.  To cities
filled with orphans and widows, Christianity provided
a new and expanded sense of family.  To cities torn
by violent ethnic strife, Christianity offered a new
basis for social solidarity. . . .And to cities faced with
epidemics, fires, earthquakes, Christianity offered
effective nursing services (1991:161).

The Commission

The Enlightenment
Breaking with Past

Tradition Enlightenment

Life based on faith Life based on reason

Stability Progress

Past Future

Church solves problems Science solves problems

Money with Few Money with Many

Group Individual
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The isolation of the individual in the presence of
others was reinforced in very pragmatic ways.
Individual seating in the home, at the café and on
railways helped the individual to withdraw and
think about his own business while in the
presence of others.

The Enlightenment
The Rise of Individualism

The Urban New Testament

Alexis de Tocqueville, when viewing the American scene
in the nineteenth century, coined the phrase “The Age of
Individualism.” In the second volume of Democracy in
America he wrote the following observation about the
American society:

Each person behaves as though he is a stranger to the
destiny of others. . . . As for his transactions with his fellow
citizens, he may mix among them, but he sees them not; he
touches them, but does not feel them; he exists only in himself
and for himself alone. And if on these terms there remains in
his mind a sense of family, there no longer remains a sense of
society” (Sennett 1994:323).

The Commission

The challenge of converting the churches which are
currently filled with relatively autonomous members into
a discipleship community will demand more than merely
adding a training seminar, a staff person,  an agenda item
or small group.

We are not here reemphasizing the need for small
groups, which have often been overlaid on already over-
full and over-demanding church calendars.  Rather we
are arguing for basic communities to become the very
building blocks on which the church is built and is able
to expand (Gibbs 2000:232).

The Enlightenment
The Challenge of Individualism
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Community
Compare NT with Today

New Testament Today

Urban Urban

Pluralistic Pluralistic

Group Individual

Community Isolation

The Core Group
Focusing on a few to reach the many

Crowd

Congregation

Core

The Core Group
The focus of the ministry of Jesus

Calls Disciples
in Galilee of the Nations

The Crowds Follow

The Crowds Condemn

Commissions Disciples
in Galilee of the Nations

Jesus Disciples
the Disciples
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The Core Group
The focus of our ministry

Principles of the Core Group
Call 8-10 teachable and mature people
Begin being with them on regular basis
      Communion
      Community

Mark 3:13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those
he wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve —
designating them apostles — that they might be with him and that he
might send them out to preach.

The Core Group
The focus of our ministry

Principles of the Core Group
Hold a planning retreat weekend
Divide into groups to discuss ministry
Further divide into groups of two
The two call and train = Reproduction

3. Class on a CD

1. Thursday’s Lunch
2. Test

Last Lesson
Overview


